
SAT: Evidence-based 

Reading and Writing

INSTRUCTIONAL RESPONSES 

TO DATA
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Logistics

• Welcome

• Breaks

• Lunch

• Contact hours

• Resources/materials

• Later: morgan.dunton@maine.gov
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mailto:morgan.dunton@maine.gov


Today’s Goal

• Support the development and understanding of 

the use of SAT reports to help inform 

instructional practices.

– Essay: prompt, stimulus, rubric

– Writing and language: evidence, expression, 

vocabulary

– Reading: what lies beneath

Ready to begin?
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The Essay

• Read the text box

– Explain what students should be doing as they read 

the stimulus materials.

• Read the essay prompt

– Describe the qualities of a strong response based on 

the instructions.

– Determine which standards are reflected in the 

instructions and prompt.

– North Carolina’s interactive standards map:

http://rt3nc.org/objects/standards/cclitmap/ccssarchive.html
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http://rt3nc.org/objects/standards/cclitmap/ccssarchive.html


WHAT IS THE 

ESSAY 

MEASURING?
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The Essay 

• Read the stimulus material and annotate:

– Elements described in the pre-reading text box

– Elements indicated in the prompt

• What is the level of complexity of the text?

Text complexity rubric for informational text
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http://www.maine.gov/doe/ela/documents/rubric-info-text.doc


TEST SPECIFICATIONS 

ESSAY
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Test Specifications
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Test Specifications
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Test Specifications
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Test Specifications
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Analytic Scoring

• Examine the analytic rubric – score point 4

• Examine score point 1.

• Cross reference with grade level standards.

• Is there anything surprising to you?

• Is there anything validating for you?
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HOW DOES THIS METHOD OF 

ASSESSING WRITING ON-

DEMAND COMPARE TO YOUR 

REGULAR CLASSROOM 

PRACTICES?
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Instruction

• Kelly Gallagher’s Article of the Week

• Compare the pre-reading directions to the essay 

pre-reading directions

– Read and annotate one article using Gallagher’s 

directions

– Read and annotate the other article using the SAT 

Essay directions

• Compare the writing assignments – what is 

most valuable to promote growth?
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http://www.kellygallagher.org/article-of-the-week/


WRITING AND LANGUAGE
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Writing and Language

• Items measure sub-score topics:

– Expression of ideas

– Standard English conventions

– Command of evidence

– Words in context

– Analysis in History/Social studies or Science

• Which standards from the essay align to W & L?
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Writing and Language

Read “The Beaver as 

Ecosystem Engineer” 

and complete the 

associated items.
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Writing and Language

• What items on this this selected response 

section reflect elements of the essay section?

• What role does reading play in this section?

• What are the writing standards represented in 

this section?
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HOW DID YOUR STUDENTS DO?
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ITEM ANALYSIS
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Getting to the right report

Reports

Select: SAT

Report type: Question Analysis

Administration Date: SAT School Day April 5, 2017

Grade Level: 11th grade

Form: Form C

Run Report
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SORT

• Expression of ideas

• Standard English conventions

• Command of evidence

• Words in context

• Analysis in History/Social studies or Science
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Data Scavenger Hunt

• Find the highest and lowest scores in 

each category for W & L

• Record the number of the item and 

the % correct - i.e. # 8 (92)

• Click on item # to see item

• Click on ? to see standards
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Data Scavenger Hunt

• What do you notice?

• What do you wonder?

• What might this suggest about 

curriculum or instruction ?
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TEST SPECIFICATIONS 

WRITING AND LANGUAGE 
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TEST SPECIFICATIONS 

WRITING AND LANGUAGE 
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TEST SPECIFICATIONS 

WRITING AND LANGUAGE 
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Writing Assessment 

and Instruction 

ONE BIG IDEA
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LUNCH
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READING 

and the 

SAT
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READING TEST SPECIFICATIONS
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YOUR TURN

• Read about Pluto and 

Ceres

• Annotate using the 

same strategies you 

used with the essay 

stimulus

• Complete the items 

for this passage
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Data delving:

• Find the highest and lowest items in Words in  

Context sub-scores for reading

• Do the same for writing

• Is there a difference in performance?

• Is there a difference in item construct?
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READING

• Words in context

– Describe the SAT approach to vocabulary 

assessment

– What is the shift in vocabulary instruction?

• Turn and talk:

– What evidence of vocabulary/word instruction would 

you expect to find in a classroom if modeling this 

assessment construct?
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READING

• Command of evidence

– Describe the relationship of successive 

items (which choice provides the best 

answer to the previous question)

– 4/5, 13/14, 22/23, 26/27, 37/38, 41/42, 

45/46, 49/50.

– Can you get the right answer for the 

wrong reasons?
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http://www.maine.gov/doe/ela/standards/commoncore/strands/documents/reading-comparative.pdf
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Determine Explicit Meaning
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Determine Implicit Meaning
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Analogical Reasoning
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ANALYSIS IN THE CONTENT AREA

NOT

aligned to content 

standards
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ANALYSIS IN THE CONTENT AREA

Improving the literacy of adolescents means 

focusing on particular literacy practices that 

are unique to each discipline. Rather than 

teaching strategies for reading texts that 

can be applied across the content areas, 

these researchers advocate the teaching of 

discipline-specific strategies.
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ANALYSIS IN THE CONTENT AREA

• Literacy demands become increasingly 

specialized when learning disciplinary content. 

Literacy instruction in the lower elementary 

grades is focused on literacy process such as 

word identification. As students develop basic 

literacy skills and texts becomes more complex, 

teachers use intermediate-level strategies to 

support students.
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ANALYSIS IN THE CONTENT AREA

• Often, literacy instruction remains at this 

intermediate level throughout middle and high 

school. Unfortunately, use of these intermediate 

literacy strategies alone rarely leads to more 

complex disciplinary learning.
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Another way of looking at data

Reports

Select: SAT

Report type: Instructional Planning

Administration date: SAT School Day April 5, 2017

Grade Level: 11th grade

Run Report 
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MAINE DOE: ENGLISH 

LANGUAGE ARTS

2017 FALL WORKSHOP 

MATERIALS

Today’s materials are available here:
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NOW WHAT?

• Examine current close reading practices

– Are they sufficient or should there be some shifts in 

practice?

• Visit Tim Shanahan’s website to explore 

discipline literacy

• Read Text Dependent Questions for grades 6-

12
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http://shanahanonliteracy.com/publications
https://us.corwin.com/en-us/nam/text-dependent-questions-grades-6-12/book241984


Your Plan

Describe one thing you will do right away 

Describe one thing you will do over time
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We want to hear from you

• Have questions? Contact 

– Morgan.dunton@maine.gov (ELA)

– pdoyle@collegeboard.org
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